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What is a National Interest Waiver (NIW)?  

 

In 2016, a court case called ​Matter of Dhanasar 26 I&N Dec.            
884 (AAO2016) changed the criteria for the EB-2 Second         
Preference green card seeking a National Interest Waiver, or         
NIW.  
 
To qualify for an NIW, you must have an advanced degree, or a             
bachelor’s degree and many years of progressive experience in         
your field. 
 
The three main criteria that you must demonstrate to the United           
States Citizenship and Naturalization Service (USCIS) are: 
 

● Your proposed endeavor in the U.S. has substantial merit         
and national importance 

● Well-positioned to achieve your goals in the U.S. 
● On balance, it would benefit America to waive the job offer           

and labor certification requirement. 
 
In this book I will give you some tips on how to meet these              
criteria. 
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One easy way to figure out how your professional goals in the United States can have                
national importance is to figure out what matters are being considered by Congress. 
 
Just type the subject area of your profession and check what is being discussed on               
the House or Senate floor. For example, if your work involves Information            
Technology, you could type computers in the search box to see what recent             
legislation comes up. 
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Establishing a ResearchGate profile can be invaluable for        
showing that you are well-positioned to achieve your aims         
in the USA. It’s free, and it’s easy. If you have an            
advanced degree, which you generally need for a National         
Interest Waiver, you can add your own master’s thesis         
and/or doctoral dissertation to your research profile. 
 

 
I explain this process in more detail on my YouTube          
channel​, “Gallagher Domanski Legal Services.” 
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JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR 

 
If you have published research, you will want to indicate the title,            
journal, and number of citations for each article. In addition, you can            
show USCIS that you are well-positioned by telling them the impact           
factor of each journal in which you are published. 
 
An impact factor is a number that tells ​the frequency with which the             
average article in a journal has been cited in a particular year. It tells              
USCIS that the journal is important in the field.  
 
To find the impact factor, all you need to do is use Google. 
 

 

www.gallagherdomanski.com/getagreencard 

http://www.gallagherdomanski.com/getagreencard


 ​ 5 

 
HOW LINKEDIN CAN HELP 

 
Another easy way to show that you are well-positioned to          
achieve your proposed endeavor in the United States is to show           
that you are sought after. One way to highlight the fact that you             
are “in-demand” is to save your LinkedIn messages. Every time,          
a fellow professional asks you to connect and sends you a           
message, save it to include with your NIW petition. 
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USE LETTERHEAD 
 

You will need 3-5 letters of recommendation from colleagues,         
supervisors, and others who know you in the industry. I          
recommend that you ask for at least two from U.S. citizens. That            
way you can include quotes from the American citizens in the           
section that establishes that o​n balance, it would benefit America          
to waive the job offer and labor certification requirement. You          
can show that other American professionals believe that it would          
benefit the United States to give you a green card. 
 
Most importantly, get the letters on letterhead. That way the          
letter will show the organization, address, and contact        
information of the recommender. When the person who is         
recommending you signs the letter, be sure that they provide          
their title, as well. 
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I HOPE THIS WAS HELPFUL! 

 
If you have questions, or if you would like my help with your 
NIW green card petition to USCIS, there are several ways to 
contact me: 
 

 ​jdomanski.niw@gmail.com 

https://greencardattorney.business.site/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/yourgreencardlawyer 
 

 Legal Jeannie 
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